I
s the Canadian respiratory community more connected and dynamic than it used to be? Have you noticed a change over the past few years? I have -and I cannot help but believe that the Canadian Respiratory Conference (CRC) has something to do with it.
Just five years ago, we lacked a national interdisciplinary conference that brought together physicians, researchers and allied health professionals from all areas of respiratory health to facilitate collaboration and education. There was no central hub for national meetings of various respiratory organizations, and there was no obvious national networking opportunity for the entire respiratory community. But now there is -the CRC.
In 2008, the Canadian COPD Alliance's biannual conference and the CTS' 'Canadian Meeting' were fused to create the CRC. Since then, the CTS collaborated with the Canadian COPD Alliance, the Canadian Respiratory Health Professionals and the Canadian Lung Association and, as a result, the CRC has grown. The CRC now boasts a broad scientific program that features world-renowned Canadian and international speakers who cover both adult and pediatric health; unparalleled national networking opportunities; three codeveloped accredited symposia; a slate of more than 35 ancillary meetings hosted by national respiratory organizations; and a patients' forum hosted by the provincial Lung Association -in addition to the annual registration of approximately 600 delegates per year! It is clear to me that the CRC is playing a central role in strengthening the Canadian respiratory community by:
providing a national podium for Canadian respiratory health experts • in all disciplines; delivering high-quality continuing medical education (CME) to • Canadian physicians, researchers and allied health professionals; addressing the needs of clinicians, regardless of whether they work • with adults or children; delivering the Annual Respiratory Guidelines update to a national • audience; providing a national networking opportunity for the Canadian • respiratory community; strengthening interdisciplinary collaboration through the • conference's planning and scientific committees, and networking opportunities; enhancing collaboration with provincial lung associations by • involving them in planning the CRC, while continuing to nurture provincial meetings; and facilitating the co-location of affiliated meetings hosted by national • and regional respiratory health organizations.
The CRC has become an important part of the national landscape, and it deserves your support and participation. Having become a success in a busy field of conferences, the CRC has also become an important source of income for the operations of the CTS. This is an important contribution to the financial sustainability of the CTS and will, over time, permit us to expand the CME we offer our members.
You can show support for the conference by registering at www. lung.ca/crc and encouraging your colleagues to do the same. If you cannot attend in Niagara Falls (April 28 to 30, 2011), plan to be at the 2012 conference in Vancouver, British Columbia, April 26 to 28. Not only will you benefit from excellent accredited CME and great L a communauté canadienne des soins respiratoires est-elle plus dynamique et branchée qu'elle l'était auparavant? Avez-vous remarqué des changements au sein de cette dernière au cours des dernières années? Moi, j'en ai perçus -et je ne puis que soupçonner que le Congrès canadien sur la santé respiratoire (CCSR) y soit pour quelque chose! Il y a à peine cinq ans, il n'y avait pas de congrès national interdisciplinaire qui rassemblait les médecins, chercheurs et professionnels paramédicaux de tous les domaines de la santé respiratoire pour favoriser la collaboration et l'éducation. Il n'y avait point de pivot central pour les réunions nationales de diverses organisations de la communauté des soins respiratoires ni d'évidente occasion de réseautage pour l'ensemble de cette communauté. Dorénavant, il y a en -le CCSR.
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